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Grace to You and Peace,

Afew weeks ago, we sang the hymn “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit (In This Place).” My wife, Stephanie,
said it was a perfect choice for UPC. Having known many congregations, she knows what she is talking
about. This came to mind today because it is a fitting story for stewardship month. Our Budget, Finance
and Stewardship Team works very hard every fall to call for our pledges in order to sustain and
strengthen life of this community of Christian Faith.

This practice of sharing our resources is an ancient practice. Christians have been pooling together
their time, talents, and treasure since the earliest communities of Christians formed and began
worshipping and serving their community, just after the ascension of Jesus. In the Book of Acts, both
chapters 2 and 4 tell stories of remarkable generosity in the mission of the first congregations:

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.” (Acts 2:4)

“‘Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common.” (Acts 4:32)

It is my general commitment to steer clear of making budget requests as much as possible. That said,
as your pastor, | am aware that we are in difficult financial times. Inflation has made things hard on all
of our households. That said, inflation is also causing similar challenges for our house of God and for
our budget and finance teams. There are at least three specific challenges that have been brought by
members during our stewardship season that | wish to highlight as we pray together through this
challenging season:

o Inflation has demanded increases up and down our budget categories raising the cost
of utilities, insurance, and service vendors.

e Our beautiful Church building is not only affected by inflation costs but by the demands
of caring for an aging building.

« Our congregation has not offered staff raises or annual cost of living adjustments to our
staff members for four years.

Over the past two years, our Budget and Finance Team—Rick Burg, Sue Schmidt, June Smith, Jerry
Wessale, and our astute treasurer, Lynn Hallen—have done excellent work right-sizing our budget. Our
members have also identified new sources of support through creative fundraising. These efforts, along
with possibilities we have yet to imagine, are part of stewarding the gift of this congregation. Still, your
pledges are the first and most foundational step in making this vision possible. It is my prayer that we
will begin to see this season as the first step of building not just a budget, but of creating the present



and future God is calling us to together. May God bless and guide United Protestant Church and all her
members during this important stewardship season.

In Christ,

Rev. Jason Okrzynski, PhD
Senior Pastor

Adult Education participants will conclude their study of God So Enters
into Relationships That... by Terence E. Fretheim on October 18. The next
study will begin October 25 through November 22 and will focus on the
Books of 1t and 2" Samuel. Participants will need to bring their Bible to
class. Christian education classes meet every Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
Children meet in room 102 and adults meet in room 106.

Join us on Sunday, October 4, at 4:00 p.m. for a concert by The Agape
Ringers, Chicago’s premier handbell ensemble (our own Kurt Mockenhaupt
is a member). You can learn more about the ensemble at their website
www.AgapeRingers.org, and on Facebook and YouTube by searching for
“The Agape Ringers.”
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This year’s program encompasses a wide variety of musical styles, from
classical to gospel, with arrangements such as the well-known “Clair de
Lune” by Debussy, “For Good” from the Broadway musical and blockbuster movie Wicked, and many
more compositions and arrangements for handbells.

The concert is free and open to the public (a freewill offering will be received).

UPC YOUTH NEWS FOR OCTOBER & NOVEMBER

UPC Youth Group members are looking forward to welcoming our
visitors from Kingswood United Methodist Church during Sunday |
worship on October 25 and helping with Mission Team projects by
participating in the OCC Packing Party on Saturday, November 21. §&
December plans include delivering Veterans’ gifts on Sunday, ka
December 6, some youth caroling with other UPC members at
Library Lane, and hopefully, everyone attending the Annual Youth
Christmas Party. Watch for details in Tuesday Newsday emails and
the November/December UNIFIER.

. 2N Doylight-Saving  Currently, Daylight Saving Time is scheduled to end on
| [ime Ends Sunday, November 1. Clocks move backward one hour.
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FUNDRAISER UPDATES

The Mission Team thanks everyone for the wonderful support of our Milwaukee
Pretzel Company fundraiser. We had an overwhelming number of orders totaling
$2,572. Accounting for $80 in shipping for some orders, UPC will earn $1,246. If
you placed a pretzel order, delivery to the church will be on Friday, October 16.
Instructions will be given for pick-up that afternoon and evening in Fellowship Hall
or on Saturday, October 17 by appointment only.

Also, the Mission Team thanks everyone who participated in our Culver’s fundraiser on August 25.
Based on sales, UPC earned $753 from that fundraiser. Great job!

Back by request for the Christmas holidays: Beginning on November 15,
the Mission Team will be holding a Kringle fundraiser. Kringles are a
sweet pastry made of layers of flaky, buttery dough, with a filling and
toppings in a wide variety of flavors. Orders will be taken from November
15 through November 29. There are 15 flavors to choose from (or choose
them all; they freeze well for 6 months.) The Kringles will be available for
pick-up on December 18 — just in time to take to all your holiday parties.
Each Kringle is 22 oz. and will cost $12. Funds raised will help cover
Operation Christmas Child shipping costs.

®  We need volunteers for our annual Fall Fest, scheduled for
! Saturday, October 24 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the
X 2 UPC front lawn (weather permitting). This is in conjunction
with downtown Grayslake’s trick-or-treating event. We

hope to set up our bouncy house and offer free popcorn

i *— =5
.. y “/ % and lemonade. Anyone who wishes to participate, please
\\ ® % contact Sue Schmidt at churchsec@upcgl.org or call the
*‘ \i E SAY 4% SNa % church office at 847-223-8131.
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Mark your calendars now for Hanging of the Greens, scheduled for Sunday,
November 22 following the worship service. Help decorate our church building
for the upcoming Advent season. Many hands make light work, so stay after
coffee time in the parlor and help us prepare for the birth of Jesus.

UPC Financial Update as of August 31, 2026:
Year-to-date Income:  $154,699.88
Year-to-date Expenses: $165,900.61
Year-to-date Deficit: $-11,200.73
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OCTOBER 2026
United Protestant Church

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1 2 3
11:30am-4:30pm PADS
Dinner Prep (Kitchen/FH)
6:00pm Choir Rehearsal
(Sanctuary)
7:00pm Grace Notes Bell
Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00pm Troop 451 Meeting|
(FH)
7:30pm AA (106, 105)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:45am Children’s Sunday [7:00pm North Star District [6:30pm Pack 451 Meeting |11:30am Circle 4/5 (Culver’s) [11:30am-4:30pm PADS
School Class (102) Nominations Meeting (MR) |(FH) 7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) Dinner Prep (Kitchen/FH)
8:45am Adult Education 7:30pm AA (106, 105) 7:00pm AA Ladies (106, 3:00pm Budget & Finance
Class (106) 105) (MR)
10:00am Worship Service 7:15pm Feed My Starving 6:00pm Choir Rehearsal
4:00pm Agape Ringers Children (Libertyville) (Sanctuary)
Concert (Sanctuary) 7:00pm Grace Notes Bell
Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00pm Troop 451 Meeting|
(FH)
7:30pm AA (1086, 105)
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:45am Children’s Sunday [7:30pm AA (106, 105) 5:30pm Circle 9 (Mrs. V's) [6:30pm North Star District 11:30am-4:30pm PADS  |12:00-7:00pm
School Class (102) 6:30pm Pack 451 Meeting |Commissioner Meeting (FH) |Dinner Prep (Kitchen/FH) |Pretzel Fundraiser
8:45am Adult Education (FH) 7:00pm PUSH (Parlor) 6:00pm Choir Rehearsal  |Pickup (FH)
Class (106) 7:00pm AA Ladies (106, 7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) (Sanctuary)
10:00am Worship Service 105) 7:00pm Grace Notes Bell
11:30am Circle 2 (Parlor) Rehearsal (Choir Room)
1:00pm CROP Hunger Walk 7:00pm Troop 451 Meeting|
(Antioch) (FH)
7:30pm AA (1086, 105)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:45am Children’s Sunday [7:00pm UPC Board 5:30pm Staff Parish (MR) |7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) 11:30am-4:30pm PADS 11:00am-1:00pm Fall
School Class (102) Meeting (MR) 6:30pm Pack 451 Meeting Dinner Prep (Kitchen/FH) Fest (front lawn)
8:45am Adult Education 7:30pm AA (106, 105) (FH) 6:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Class (106) 7:00pm Nami Family (Sanctuary)
10:00am Worship Service Support Group (MR) 7:00pm North Star District
7:00pm AA Ladies (106, Nominations Meeting (MR)
105) 7:00pm Grace Notes Bell
Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00pm Troop 451 Meeting
(FH)
7:30pm AA (106,105)
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:45am Children’s Sunday [6:30pm Worship Team 6:30pm Avon Township 7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) 11:30am-4:30pm PADS
School Class (102) (MR) [Community Night of Giving Dinner Prep (Kitchen/FH)
8:45am Adult Education 7:00pm Mission Team 6:30pm Pack 451 Meeting 6:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Class (106) (103) (FH) (Sanctuary)
10:00am Worship Service |7:30pm AA (106, 105) 7:00pm AA Ladies (106, 7:00pm Grace Notes Bell
105) Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00pm Troop 451 Meeting|
(FH)
7:30pm AA (106,105)




MISSIONS UPDATE

The October and November UPC packing sessions at Feed My Starving
@ Z Children in Libertyville are scheduled for Tuesday, October 6 and November 3
from 7:15-8:45 p.m. If you are interested in participating, please contact Cinda
Bartz at bartzc@sbcglobal.net.

F-EED mr
STARVING
CHILDREN

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (OCC)

The 2026 goal has been set at 200 shoebox gifts to help spread the Gospel to
children and their families. Last year, UPC provided 216 shoebox gifts to children
around the world, including Zambia and Malawi. We are collecting the following items
throughout the month of October: rulers, protractors, kaleidoscopes, puzzles, games,
toy cars, trucks, and boats. There are still a few items we need to provide well-
rounded boxes. Any of the following that you can provide will be greatly appreciated (all items must be
new): scissors, balls, and pencil sharpeners. The 2026 UPC Packing Party is scheduled for Saturday,
November 21 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend for all or
part of the time. Guests are welcome too. God ALWAYS puts the right box in the hands of the right
child! Pack and pray!

JOY SHARING FOR OCTOBER

UPC’s October Joy Sharing recipient will be Feed My Starving Children, with Joy Sharing Sunday
being October 18. We are familiar with the organization, whose mission is to end world hunger by
distributing scientifically formulated nutritional meals to starving children around the world. The food is
donated to partner organizations that are already in place in countries around the world. The partner
organizations pay for the shipping. Did you know that they also often tithe some of the MannaPack
meals to smaller groups of people and/or individuals who are in need and can’t afford to pay the
shipping?

The Libertyville facility provides us with an opportunity to physically help by packing the food. Thank
you to all of you who faithfully commit to helping, as you represent United Protestant Church. Please
prayerfully consider how you can financially support FMSC through UPC’s October Joy Sharing. Thank
you.

UPC SHOPPER

Do you ever wish that you could donate to a mission, but don’t have any extra funds? UPC Shopper
can help. The profits we earn from selling shopping cards that you use to purchase everyday items like
groceries, clothing, meals, or gas, go to support Operation Christmas Child. The best part is you don’t
pay anything extra when buying your cards at the Shopper table. Can’t remember to buy cards on
Sunday morning? Just sign up on the app and you can get your e-gift cards sent to your phone even
while you wait in line at the store. Sound too good to be true or you’re not quite sure how this all works?
Stop by the Shopper table in the Narthex any Sunday morning and talk to the salespeople. There are
also informational videos at Raiseright.com.

COMPANIONS JOURNEYING TOGETHER

UPC has worked with Companions Journeying Together (CJT) for many years. CJT sends birthday,
Mother’s Day, and Christmas cards to imprisoned people. Holidays away from loved ones are hard.
Birthdays can come and go without acknowledgement. Imagine Mother’s Day when a mother cannot
hold her child, or perhaps Christmas when one is struggling to find the joy and celebration of the season.
Please join us in the parlor after worship on Sunday, October 25. We will have a table with various
cards to send someone words of encouragement, hope, and holiday greetings.
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CROP WALK FOR HUNGER
w222 | I's CROP Hunger Walk time again! Our UPC team will be walking in the 1-2 mile
Northern Lake County CROP Hunger Walk in Antioch at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday,
LA%E?“JE October 11. Please join our team or sponsor one of our walkers online at 2026
CROP HUNGERWALK, CROP Hunger Walk - United Protestant Church of Grayslake. We also have sponsor
sheets on the mission table in the Narthex, or you can scan the QR code below.

CROP Hunger walks were created to support the global mission of Church World
Services, a faith-based organization transforming communities around the globe through
just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement, and disaster.
E] Remember that 25% of the funds that are raised will be donated to PADS this year. Non-
perishable food is also being collected. Please contact Cinda Bartz at
bartzc@sbcglobal.net with any questions. Thank you for your continuing support!

LAKE COUNTY HAVEN

On October 21, UPC will be providing a meal for 10 adults at Lake County Haven’s women’s shelter. It
will be meatloaf, corn casserole, mashed potatoes, rolls, salad, and dessert. There is a sign-up sheet
on the mission table. All items must be brought to UPC by Sunday, October 18. Please put refrigerated
items in the meeting room refrigerator with LCH marked on them. All other items marked with LCH can
be left on the outer office desk. Please help provide this early autumn fare for these women who are
turning their lives around. See Mission Team members with any questions.

NOVEMBER JOY SHARING

The Mission Team is proud to once again highlight the Veteran’s Giving Tree
for November’s Joy Sharing. We will be providing Christmas gifts for so
many deserving veterans at the VA Hospital in North Chicago. We will be
placing gift tags for the veterans on a Christmas tree in the parlor in mid-
November. These tags are created from lists that the VA provides from the
veterans’ “wish lists”. You are encouraged to select one or more gift tags and
. shop for one or more items requested on the tags. Gifts must be wrapped
and brought to UPC to be delivered to the VA facility on Sunday,
December 6 at 1:30 p.m. The tag must be attached to the wrapped package.
The deadline for the gifts to be dropped off at UPC is Sunday, November
29. Thank you for your continued and generous giving to show gratitude to
those who have given so much for our country.

Thank you to all who brought shoes in for Soles for Jesus. Remember, this is a
year-round mission, so keep them coming. The collection box is in the Narthex
by the UPC Shopper table.
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PADS Lake County GALA Fundraiser: A SUCCESS!!
UPC PADS volunteers and supporters who attended the GALA on '
Saturday, September 19, report that it was a great night of fun and .
fellowship. Thanks to everyone who contributed in any way to help
raise funds for the PADS Lake County programs which provide such
great assistance and resources for our neighbors in need!

PADS Pathways Family Shelter Update: Families are moving

into Pathways, and online sign-ups will be available for volunteers to choose the ways in which they
would like to help at the shelter. Details will be available after this article is written, so watch the Tuesday
Newsday emails in October when access information for volunteering will be shared.

UPC PADS Support for Pathways Family Shelter: UPC PADS Team 1 volunteers prepared
and delivered the first “Dinner for 60" meal to the families at Pathways on Thursday, October 1. This is
just the start of the dinner meals for 60 people that UPC PADS volunteers will provide every Thursday
of the year. Prayers continue to be answered! We still need an individual or group to provide
dessert for 60 on the second Thursday of each month. If you're interested in doing this or would
like more information of other ways to volunteer with “Dinner for 60,” please contact Rose Pech
rose4nonna@hotmail.com or pads_at upc@hotmail.com; text or call 847-682-2837. Give your name
and contact information (name, home address, email address, and phone number).

Thanks to Mary Zorc’s finding and purchasing metal reusable pans with lids and carriers, we do
not currently need donations of disposable pans. Donations which are needed: paper towels,
disposable aprons, large Ziploc bags, and large cans of green beans, corn, baked beans, and other
vegetables. Donations of Walmart shopper gift cards and money for buying food and supplies
are an ongoing need. Please pray for God to continue providing what is needed for UPC PADS “Dinner
for 60,” PADS Lake County programs, and other PADS partners to provide the resources that meet the
needs of families at Pathways.

AVON TOWNSHIP

The Avon Township Community Night of Giving is an opportunity for volunteers of all ages to help sort
food and clothing or help with other needs from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month,
and donations from the container marked for Avon Township are delivered. October 27 will be our next
evening to volunteer with Boy Scout Troop 188. Contact Linda Markham at 847-546-6841 for more
information.
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WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

- INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT WCF? Contact Sue
Schmidt, Catherine Vick, Ruth Gheysen, Rose Pech, or call the
¢ church office at 847-223-8131 for more info! See the church
. bulletin, Tuesday Newsday, and UNIFIER for updates.

CURRNT INFO & UPDATES: Ladies 18 to 108—We’d love to have you join us!

Circle 2 members meet in the UPC Meeting Room or Room 103 monthly on a Sunday at 11:30
a.m. Sundays vary monthly based on UPC events. The September meeting was in Room 103 with
members putting directions into the marble game bags for OCC and sorting crayons for SCARCE.
October’s meeting will be in the parlor serving in Sacred Grounds on Sunday, October 11; devotions
will be given by Catherine Vick. November’s meeting will be Sunday, November 22 in Room 103, when
members will donate money for the Veteran’s Giving Tree. Contact Catherine Vick for more info.

Circle 4/5 meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at Culver’s in Grayslake. Join
us for friendly conversation and good food. The next lunch meetings will be Wednesday, October 7
and Wednesday, November 4. Contact Sue Schmidt.

Circle 9 meets at 5:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Mrs. V’s on Rollins Road in Round
Lake Beach. Join us for dinner and interesting conversation. Occasionally, a meeting must be
cancelled, so please check with Ruth Gheysen or one of the Circle 9 members prior to joining these
ladies for dinner on Tuesday, October 13 and on Tuesday, November 10.

Circle 10 does not meet in person on a regular basis, but members are in contact with each other on
Facebook. Contact Jasmine Walker.

Circle Day/Date Time Place Contact
2 Sun., Oct. 11 11:30 AM UPC Parlor Catherine Vick
Sun., Nov. 22 Sacred Grounds
4/5 Wed., Oct. 7 11:30 AM Culver’s in Grayslake Sue Schmidt
Wed., Nov. 4
9 Tues., Oct. 13 5:30 PM Mrs. V’sin Ruth Gheysen
Tues. Nov. 10 Round Lake Beach
10 N/A N/A N/A Jasmine Walker
UPC STAFF:
SENIOR PASTOR Rev. Jason Okrzynski, PhD
MUSIC DIRECTOR/ORGANIST Kurt Mockenhaupt
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Sue Schmidt
TREASURER Lynn Hallen
FINANCIAL SECRETARY Cinda Bartz & Ruth Gheysen




October Birthdavs November Birthdavs

10/1 Kevin Meyer 11/7 Sofia Henne

10/1 Dylan Okrzynski 11/8 Doreen Churchill
10/2  Bill Churchill 11/9 Candi Becker

10/5  Judy Ziegler 11/14  James Bethmann
10/8 Sam Cooper 11/17  Cheyenne Grubbs
10/12 Greyson Madden 11/18 Lynn Hallen

10/14  Andrew Friesema 11/19 Barbara Weichman
10/16  Sarah Grubbs 11/22  Sue Schmidt

10/16 Rose Pech 11/25 Craig Fischel
10/20 Laurie Bethmann .
10/20 Cynthia Floral
10/22 Blake Kutsin
10/26  Sehar Alam
10/26  Abigail Floral
10/26  Grace Floral
10/28 Megan Berkey
10/30 Ava Henne

October Anniversaries

10/9 Spencer & Lexie Craig 11/6 Dick & Linda Dzwonkiewicz
10/9 Dave & Sue Schmidt 11/12  Amoon & Sehar Alam
10/11  Ted & Candi Becker 11/24  Gregg & Jill Helm

10/16  Todd & Ruth Gheysen

UPC'’s Continued Prayers for Members, Relatives, and Friends:

Members: Alam family, Jerry Badgerow, Marlene Badgerow, Bill Churchill, Craig Fischel, Marie
Frandsen, Gregg Helm, David Holliman, Jan Kendrick, Joanne Lawrence, Joyce Norton, Terry Norton,
John Porteous, Cathy Vick, Dan Watkins, Bobbie Weichman, and Jeff Ziegler.

Tyler, Brittany, Danielle, & Joanna: give praise for church and personal visits and opportunities to
share our Translation and Fruit Farm Tree Vision to provide access to nutrition and God’s Word in Kon,
for Hannah returning with us to West Africa, and for having 8 new $100/month donors and needing only
2 more! Our prayer requests include finding a new way to raise $100,000+ for house building, for
Hannah to raise her full trip support, for our African landlord to have a change of heart and delay
construction on our house, for us as we pre-grieve the U.S. things we must leave behind. We are
grateful for all the prayers and financial support we receive! Donations may be made by giving to the
UPC fund or online at this link http://www.ilad.ngo/D2002.

Relatives & Friends: Bruce Baird, Mark Becker, Kathy Behm, Betty Bournes, Mary Brase, Don & Tina
Busch, Lorine Cooper, Daniel Dorman, Brad Fuller, Judy Hendrickson, Jennifer Hitch, Trish Jelinek,
Rick Juern, Ben Kelly-Fuller, Mary Mason, Hubert & Sharon Maston, Albert Meier, Gloria Meier, Nancy
Message, Pat Mielke, Marilyn Mockenhaupt, Melissa Norton, Sami Paris, Gary Sadlack, Eric Schmidt
& family, Chris Shields, Ray Sisco, Stephan, Erik and Kacie Stanley, their son and Erik’s mother, Diane,
and Bri Walters, Sue (PADS friend), Wendy, and Michelle.
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To Access UPC’s Calendar On-Line
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Grounded | Empowered | Transformed

United Protestant Church of Grayslake
54 S. Whitney Street
Grayslake, IL 60030

CONTACT US

United Protestant Church
54 S. Whitney Street
Grayslake, IL 60030
Phone: 847-223-8131
Email: upc@upcgl.org

Pastor: Rev. Jason Okrzynski
seniorpastor@upcgl.org

Church Office Hours:
Tuesdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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