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Grace to you and Peace,

On July 4™, our country will celebrate the 250" anniversary of the signing of The Declaration of
Independence. That document would declare the separation and independence of the thirteen
American colonies from under British rule and the thumb of King George Ill. In recent years, there
has been much discussion with no small amount of controversy about what it might look like to
include the earlier histories of this land, including but not limited to the native people who have been
here since time immemorial. In fact, the European-Christian history itself begins much earlier than
that 250 year date would imply. As early as 1570, Spanish missionaries were preaching the gospel,
and likely holding prayer services, in Florida and the Southeast. In specific regard to United
Protestant’s predominantly English heritage, we have even more precise history. Robert Hunt, an
Anglican chaplain in Jamestown is reported to have preached and led worship on May 13, 1607,
the very day the Jamestown Colony was founded.

The earliest purported protestant sermon is a manuscript that is dated December 1621 and
preached on by Robert Cushman at the Plymouth Colony, titled “Sin and the Danger of Self-Love™™.
Ten years later, John Winthrop preached the most famous of Pilgrim Sermons: a “Dream of City on
a Hill"™**. Though this sermon is regarded as an essential classic of the English settler, it ironical-
ly may not have been preached on this continent. Rather, it is likely to have been preached on
English soil, just prior to boarding The Arbella for America. Winthrop’s sermon addressed his fellow
pilgrims who would later arrive in Salem, Massachusetts, where they would found the Massachu-

setts Bay Colony.

| commend these sermons to you this 4™ of July, because they offer a glimpse at the pious dreams
and intentions of the same English settlers that would eventually declare their independence a
century later. | found that reading these sermons in this way did not disappoint. In fact, though deliv-
ered by different men in different places, the content and concerns of these sermons did not differ
greatly.

Cushman’s 1621 sermon examines the struggles of the church in Corinth before expounding to key
points to his fellow settlers: “The Dehortation, Let no man seek his own. The Exhortation, But every
man another's wealth.”

The entirety of the message urged each member of the community to concern themselves first and
foremost with the welfare and flourishing of their neighbors. At length, Cushman stresses that it is
natural to humanity to worry first and foremost about one’s needs and the needs of one’s own
household. His primary reasoning for this is because the witness and wisdom of Jesus and
the entirety of the scriptures calls us to live this way. However, as he digs deeper, he turns to
the Old Testament Book of Nehemiah. Here he stressed that there is no way, no way whatso-
ever, that a city or a nation can stand or flourish if its citizens live solely out of selfish ambition. If the
colony at Plymouth wishes to flourish, the only path forward will be to consider above all else the
good of the neighbors and the many.

(continued on next page)



John Winthrop opens his address by describing the estate of humanity as being created to belong to
the rest of the creation, intended to be a vessel and witness to the grace of God, and to be in
relationship with each other. He then also turns to Nehemiah stressing that the nature and future of
the settlers and the life exists in covenant before God. Here Winthrop again stresses the need to
prioritize the needs of the other over the self if the colony is going to service; going so far as to
specifically invoke the jubilee commission to consider forgiving each other’s financial debts in order
to strengthen the colony as a whole!

Then turning to Micah, he asserts that “the only way to avoid this shipwreck, and to provide for our
posterity, is to follow the counsel of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God.”
This famous passage he asserts must path a gracious and loving way to share their life together in
worship and community, but also in commerce, business, and all formal affairs.

As our nation celebrates this 250™ anniversary, | invite you to take these words seriously. There is
no doubt that we are living in entirely different times than those pilgrims. There is also no doubt that
their story along with the story of their descendants, this land and the country they would eventual-
ly found, is a complicated and uneven history. | commend you to prayerfully consider the legacy of
these settlers and their historical inheritance this week.

Where have we seen these values upheld, and where have we failed?
Where do we see unconditional Christian fellowship and love of our neighbor in our culture today?
Where do we see our culture falling into self service, greed, and even hatred of neighbor?

Happy 4™ of July, and | leave you with John Winthrop’s closing words:

And to shut this discourse with that exhortation of Moses, that faithful servant of the Lord, in his last
farewell to Israel, Deut. 30. “Beloved, there is now set before us life and death, good and evil,” in
that we are commanded this day to love the Lord our God, and to love one another, to walk in his
ways and to keep his Commandments and his ordinance and his laws, and the articles of our
Covenant with Him, that we may live and be multiplied, and that the Lord our God may bless us in
the land whither we go to possess it. But if our hearts shall turn away, so that we will not obey, but
shall be seduced, and worship other Gods, our pleasure and profits, and serve them; it is propound-
ed unto us this day, we shall surely perish out of the good land whither we pass over this vast sea to
possess it.

Therefore let us choose life,

that we and our seed may live,

by obeying His voice and cleaving to Him,
for He is our life and our prosperity.

In Christ,

Rev. Jason Okrzynski, PhD

Sermons taken from:
*https://dn790002.ca.archive.org/0/items/sinanddangerofse01cushrich/sinanddangerofse01cushrich.pdf “Sin
and The Danger of Self Love” as sermon preached by Robert Cusman at Plymouth, 1621. (https://
dn790002.ca.archive.org/0/items/sinanddangerofse01cushrich/sinanddangerofse01cushrich.pdf)

**John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity,” in A Library of American Literature: Early Colonial Literature,
1607-1675, Edmund Clarence Stedman and Ellen Mackay Hutchinson, eds. (New York: 1892), 304-307.
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Too hot to cook? The Mission Team invites all UPC members,
friends, and neighbors to eat their breakfast, lunch, or dinner G —

(or all three) at Panera located at 6440 Grand Avenue in @/f/(‘”
Gurnee on Tuesday, July 21. Panera will pay UPC 30% of all 'P

sales from people who turn in the flier in the Sunday bulletins anera
or a digital copy (or use the promo code FUNDA4U if ordering
online.) Your meal can be dine-in, pick-up, drive-thru or
delivery. All funds raised will go to help our operating budget. Don’t forget to purchase
Panera qift cards from UPC Shopper and benefit Operation Christmas Child at no extra
cost.

BREADC

Almost a year has passed since members held our meeting to choose regular activities and
events in which we’d like to participate on a monthly schedule. The final list included the top
ten activities suggested for entertainment and the four service projects for which the UPC
Mission Team had invited us to help. Members have enjoyed six of the top ten “fun” activi-
ties so far, plus a game time and celebration for Greyson Madden’s Confirmation Day. Since
the July 22 planning meeting, youth have participated in all four of the mission projects and
have done three additional mission activities. One of our favorites is FMSC, where some of
us are scheduling sessions with our family members and other friends, in addition to the
sessions we’'ve done with the UPC Youth Group. More youth group sessions are being
planned for July, August, and into the fall.

Additionally, some of us helped sort UPC PADS supplies in preparation for possible use at
the new PADS family site. The group disposed of unusable pillows, bagged pillows for the
new site, recycled linens, and set aside two huge bags of sheets which were taken by Dan
and Julie Burdett for use at Save-A-Pet. Remaining items which can be used at the family
site or for clients in other PADS programs will be picked up by PADS later this summer.
What's left that's good enough will be donated to help veterans who are moving into
housing, and the remainder given to Save-a-Pet.

More is to come: Ann Friesema and Stephanie Perdew are contacting the Chicago Temple
UMC in hopes of scheduling a Sunday morning worship at this First Methodist Church
skyscraper, followed by a tour of the building. Andrew Friesema and other adult facilitators
will be contacting youth to schedule more FMSC sessions and possibly other activities. As
soon as Rose Pech receives our ideas for future activities, we’ll once again be voting for our
preferences and setting up another year of fellowship and service for anyone who’s in junior
high or high school.

UPC Financial Update as of May 31, 2026:

YTD Income: $107,359.20
YTD Expenses: $105,983.85
YTD Surplus: $ 1,375.35




raise some dough!

Panera is supporting
United Protestant Church of Grayslake

All Day, July 21, 2026
6440 Grand Avenue in Gurnee

Your support can make all the difference. Remember, you
must use the promo code FUND4U or show our flyer for
30% of your purchase to be included.

In Cafe * Drive-Thru ¢ Pick-Up ¢ Delivery
Enter promo code FUND4U at online checkout.

Toera

FUNDRAISING
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United Protestant Church

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

10:00am Worship Service

6:30pm Worship Team
(MR)
7:00pm Mission Team
(103)
7:30pm AA (1086, 105)

7:00pm AA Ladies (106,
105)

7:00pm Alanon (106, 105)

7:00pm Troop 451 Meet-
ing (FH/Front Lawn)
7:30pm AA (106, 105)

1 2 3 4
11:30am Circle 4/5 7:00pm Troop 451 Meet- JULY 4TH HOLIDAY
(Culver’s) ing (FH/Front Lawn)
7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) |7:30pm AA (106, 105)
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
10:00am Worship Service |5:30pm Staff Parish (MR) |7:00pm AA Ladies (106, 7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) |3:00pm Budget & Finance 7:30am Grayslake
7:00pm Building & Grounds |105) 7:00pm PUSH (Parlor) (MR) 5K Run
Team (MR) 7:00pm Troop 451 Meet-
7:30pm AA (106, 105) ing (FH/Front Lawn)
7:30pm AA (106, 105)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:00am Worship Service |7:30pm AA (106, 105) 5:30pm Circle 9 (Mrs. V's)  |7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) |7:00pm Troop 451 Meet-
11:30am Circle 2 (103) 7:00pm AA Ladies (106, ing (FH/Front Lawn)
105) 7:30pm AA (106, 105)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:00am Worship Service |7:00pm UPC Board Meet- |8:00am-8:00pm Panera 7:00pm Alanon (106, 105) |7:00pm Troop 451 Meet-
ing (MR) Bread Fundraiser (Gurnee) ing (FH/Front Lawn)
7:30pm AA (1086, 105) 7:00pm Nami Family 7:30pm AA (106,105)
Support Group (MR)
7:00pm AA Ladies (106,
105)
26 27 28 29 30 31




MISSIONS UPDATE

I:EED My The next UPC packing session at Feed My Starving Children in
STARVIN‘G Libertyville is scheduled for Tuesday, July 7 from 7:15-8:45 p.m.

If you are interested in participating, please contact Cinda Bartz at
CHILOREN bartzc@sbcglobal.net.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (OCC)

We are collecting the following items for Operation Christmas Child throughout the month of
July: dolls, musical instruments (harmonicas and recorders), combs and brushes, small
totes or purses, solar or crank flashlights, and balls.

JOY SHARING FOR JUlY

Our Joy Sharing opportunity for July is Feed6. Feed6 organizes
meal packaging events in the Chicagoland area, partnering with
schools, churches, corporations, and civic organizations. Volun-
teers come together to package nutritional meals of pasta in a
tomato basil sauce fortified with soy and vitamins, producing an
entree more nutritious than popular brands available in the supermarket. Each meal pack-
age the volunteers lovingly package has 6 meal portions. The meals are distributed locally
through food banks to food insecure neighbors here in our own communities. Co-founder Bill
Kanatas will be at UPC on July 12 to speak and answer any questions you might have. For
further information and to see upcoming events, please visit their website at Feed6.org.

AVON TOWNSHIP CENTER

-+ NEW AND LIKE NEW Back-To-School Supplies for
BACKPACK DISTRIBUTION EVENT on JULY 11, 2026,
are needed ASAP AND BEFORE JULY 8. Bring Items to
m_ 8 UPC or DIRECTLY to AVON TOWNSHIP CENTER. Sup-
ey B plies will be used to fill backpacks that are given to students
e e = in need! Help our local township students have a backpack

™ « and all the supplies they need for the 2026-2027 school year.

Cooking oil, flour, spices, eggs, and butter are regular needs at the Township Food
Pantry. Take eggs and butter directly to the Center weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. Other items may be put into the Avon Township container near the elevator.

Volunteers are needed from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month for the "FOOD GIVE-AWAY." Contact the Township Office 847-546-1446 if you'd
like to bag and distribute food items.

Our next Avon Township Community Night of Giving will be on Tuesday, July 28, from
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Come to the Avon Township Center, 433 W. Washington Street, Round
Lake Park. Call Linda Markham 847-546-6841 if you have questions. Leave your full name
and contact information.




GLEANING :

As harvest season comes upon
us, the Mission Team invites all
able-bodied men, women, and
children to consider participating
in this year’s gleaning. In case
you don’t know, gleaning has
been practiced since the time of
Moses. It is very Biblical and is
mentioned in  Deuteronomy
24:18-22, Leviticus 23:22, and
Ruth 2. It is defined as the
gathering of grain or other}
produce left by reapers. In the &
past, UPC has gleaned corn, P
tomatoes, squash, apples and &= . . ; s
more. The food gleaned is given to local agenmes that help those in need of food. If
you would like more information or think you would be interested in helping with this
endeavor, please contact Cinda at bartzc@sbcglobal.net. Gleaning usually starts the
first week in August.

BACKPACK COLLECTION

Once again, we will be collecting new school backpacks (unfilled) for
underprivileged children in our community. These backpacks will be
delivered to A Safe Place and PADS. Please place your donated back-
packs in the bin by the mission table no later than Sunday, August 23.
School supplies may be donated to Operation Christmas Child.

UPC SHOPPER

Going on vacation? Consider ordering gift cards to help pay for
your trip while supporting OCC. While we don’t keep a lot of
travel cards in stock, it only takes a week to get them. Listed
below are a few of the brands we can order. See the shopper
salesperson for a complete list.

Destination: Disney, Yogi Bears Jellystone Parks

Transportation: Amtrak, Lyft, Uber, Southwest, Delta, and many gas stations

Cruise: Carnival, Celebrity, Holland America, Princess, Royal Caribbean, and others
Accommodations: Airbnb, Hilton, Best Western, Marriott, Holiday Inn, Marcus,
Fairmont, and many more

ALY
,  Dfswzp IFT cARD

It's garage sale season. If your neighbors have a sale, please consider stopping in
to ask them if they will donate any unsold shoes to Soles for Jesus. They can give
the shoes to you to bring to UPC, or if there are too many, they can contact Cinda
at 847-727-1552.
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Helping the Homeless Find a Way

PADS LAKE COUNTY UPDATE: PADS LAKE
COUNTY GALA on Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026 PADS OF LAKE CO
at Tighthead Brewing Company, 161 N. Archer
Avenue, Mundelein, IL. Ticket, donation, and
auction info is available at the link if you click on
the QR code provided in the adjacent flyer. As in BACKTO
the past, there will be a silent auction. If you have e
any questions, please contact Katie Hoehne at =
khoehne@padslakecounty.org.

BRIGHT LIGHT
TO THE FUTURE

Some of our UPC PADS
§ volunteers enjoying them-
fl selves at the 2025 GALA.
Donations from this fund-
raiser will help PADS meet
the ever-growing needs of
people facing housing insecurity in Lake County. Each way you
contribute means more help can be given.

New Family Site Update & UPC PADS “Dinner for 60”: The new family center has a name:
PATHWAYS! PADS expects to begin the meal program for clients at Pathways Family Center
on October 1, after construction has been completed, occupancy permits have been obtained,
and families have gradually transitioned from the motels into Pathways. Team 1 of our UPC
PADS “Dinner for 60” ministry will be preparing and dellverlnglg a hot dinner for 60 of these clients
that Thursday. YES, WE NOW HAVE A TEAM FOR THE 1°" THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH!

Are you available on the second or the fourth Thursday afternoon each month? If so, you
could be a part of this much-needed ministry! Please contact Rose Pech
pads at upc@hotmail.com for more information. We will have a list of substitutes who can be
contacted in case of illness or with advance notice for vacations or as needed.

Donations most needed for our UPC PADS ministry at this time are Walmart gift cards of any
denomination and monetary donations to purchase food and supplies for our “start-up.” Plans
include purchasing reusable stainless-steel pans and coolers in which they will fit to keep both
hot and cold dishes at safe temperatures during transport. As teams plan the meals, they will
share lists of ingredients which can be donated. Staples such as salt, pepper, salad dressings,
and condiments can be used by the teams or at Pathways when meals are served. Please mark
these items “Dinner for 60” when donating. Rose Pech will be vacationing from July 15 until
September 2. During this time, please call Linda Markham 847-546-6841 or contact specific
team members with any questions regarding volunteering for our “Dinner for 60.” Questions
regarding volunteering at Pathways should be directed to Savannah Johnson, PADS Volunteer
Coordinator, sjohnson@padslakecounty.org.

Food Collection at First Pres Libertyville on Wednesday from 4:00-5:30 p.m. Our pantry is
still very low. Any help you can provide and any amount regardless of size are welcome and
appreciated! You may also use the Amazon wish list link if you prefer to order on line and have
the items delivered https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/XD5I12ZRDQKE5?ref =wl_share or
bring items to UPC.
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WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN g
FELLOWSHIP o

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, US. A Ao
JULY 1776-2026

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT WCF? Contact Sue Schmidt, Catherine Vick,
Ruth Gheysen, Rose Pech, or call the church office 847-223-8131 for more info! Updates in
church bulletin, Tuesday Newsday, and UNIFIER.

CURRENT INFO & UPDATES: Ladies 18 to 108: We’d love to have you join us!

Circle 2 members meet in the UPC Meeting Room or Room 103 monthly on a Sunday at
11:30 AM. Sundays vary monthly based on UPC events. The June meeting was in the parlor
to celebrate Catherine Vick’s birthday. Members served a cake for Sacred Grounds in honor
of Cathy. The devotional topic was Friendship as Rose Pech emphasized our many years of
friendship at UPC. The meeting ended with a group closing prayer. The July meeting will be
on Sunday, July 12 in Room 103 with devotions by Catherine Vick. The mission will be
packing Tic Tac Toe bags for the OCC game. Contact Catherine Vick for more info.

Circle 4/5 meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 11:30 AM at Culver’s in
Grayslake. Join us for friendly conversation and good food. The next lunch meeting
will be Wednesday, July 1. Contact Sue Schmidt.

Circle 9 meets at 5:30 PM on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Mrs. V’s on Rollins
Road in Round Lake Beach. Join us for dinner and interesting conversation.
Occasionally, a meeting must be cancelled, so please check with Ruth Gheysen or one of
the Circle 9 members prior to joining these ladies for dinner on Tuesday, July 14.

Circle 10 does not meet in person on a regular basis, but members are in contact with each
other on Facebook. Contact Jasmine Walker.

Circle Day/Date Time Place Contact
2 Sun., July 12 11:30 AM UPC Room 103 Catherine Vick
4/5 Wed., July 1 11:30 AM Culver’s in Grayslake Sue Schmidt
9 Tues., July 14 5:30 PM Mrs. V's in Ruth Gheysen
Round Lake Beach
10 N/A N/A N/A Jasmine Walker

Tyler, Brittany, Danielle, & Joanna give praise for family and friend time and for support
church visits in Oregon and lllinois, Joanna’s 3™ birthday, supporter’s gift of new MAC to
Brittany (her 2015 laptop died upon our arrival in the U.S.), FL church’s VBS raised $520 for
bricks, village Starlink account fixed and internet working. Our major requests: a KID
HELPER, an AFRICAN CHRISTIAN for Bricks, a good resolution with our African landlord,
Fruit tree growth, OT Summary Progress, health and availability of Malaria Vaccine, and
Favor with $100,000 Building Grant. Donations may be made by giving to the UPC fund or
online at this link http://www.ilad.ngo/D2002.



http://www.ilad.ngo/D2002

July Birthdays July Anniversaries

7/3 Joanne Lawrence 7/14  Joshua & Sarah Grubbs
7/3 Tim Pech, Sr. 7/30 Wendell & Helene Fry
7/5 Joan Hendricks : ‘ A
7/5 Evan Kutsin

7/8 Dan Watkins

7/12  Caroline Walker

7/14  David Bartz

7/16  Abigail Madden

7/20  Ann Thompson

7/23  Karen Knapp

7/26  Michal Bylund

7/27  Katherine Christensen

UPC’s Continued Prayers for Members, Relatives, and Friends:

Members: Alam family, Jerry Badgerow, Marlene Badgerow, Bill Churchill, Craig Fischel,
Marie Frandsen, Gregg Helm, David Holliman, Jan Kendrick, Joanne Lawrence, Mary Ann
McDowell, Joyce Norton, Terry Norton, John Porteous, Cathy Vick, Dan Watkins, Bobbie
Weichman, and Jeff Ziegler.

Tyler, Brittany, Danielle, & Joanna: If you would like to meet with them before they leave
the area on July 7, contact Brittany at brittany@fruitfarm.africa Their MOST CRITICAL
prayer request is to find Kid Helper (April 2027-July 2028). Other prayer requests include an
African Christian for bricks, for all projects to increase progress rate to at least 4% of a
Bible/year, for the network of churches using Kon Scripture to multiply, and the receipt of
the $100,000 Building Grant.

Relatives & Friends: Bruce Baird, Mark Becker, Kathy Behm, Betty Bournes, Mary Brase,
Barry Burgett, Don & Tina Busch, Lorine Cooper, Daniel Dorman, Brad Fuller, Judy
Hendrickson, Jennifer Hitch, Trish Jelinek, Rick Juern, Ben Kelly-Fuller, Mary Mason,
Hubert & Sharon Maston, Albert Meier, Gloria Meier, Nancy Message, Pat Mielke, Marilyn
Mockenhaupt, Tommy Nellessen, Melissa Norton, Sami Paris, Gail Russell, Gary Sadlack,
Eric Schmidt & family, Chris Shields, Ray Sisco, Stephan, Erik and Kacie Stanley, their son
and Erik’'s mother, Diane, and Bri Walters,
Sue (PADS friend), Wendy, and Michelle.

HAVE A SAFE &
HAPPY FOURTH
OF JULY!




ADULT MISSION TRIP

This year’s adult mission trip takes us to Spencer, lowa starting
Sunday, August 9 through Saturday, August 15. There was a
devastating flood there in 2024 that they are still recovering from.
We will be working under the sponsorship of Mennonite Disaster
Service. We were with them at last year’s mission trip to Spruce
Pine, North Carolina, and they are very organized. There are
openings for 10 mission trippers. Please contact Rick Burg at
rickburg10@gmail.com if you are interested in joining us. He will be
receiving more details as we get closer to the date. Historically,
housing and some food will be provided to us. That information and
the cost should be available soon. It is always a nominal amount.
Mark your calendars now and let Rick know as soon as possible.

UPC STAFE:

SENIOR PASTOR Rev. Jason Okrzynski, PhD
MUSIC DIRECTOR/ORGANIST Kurt Mockenhaupt
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  Sue Schmidt

TREASURER Lynn Hallen

FINANCIAL SECRETARY Cinda Bartz & Ruth Gheysen
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To Access UPC’s Calendar I

On-Line United Protestant Church
I 54 S. Whitney Street
http:// I Grayslake, IL 60030
I www.mychurchevents.com/ Phone: 847-223-8131

calendar/calendar.aspx? I Sl @ e

I ci=L6FOH209G1F009L6I13 Pastor: Rev. Jason Okrzynski

Email:
seniorpastor@upcgl.org
Cell: 224-463-2171

Church Office Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday

10a.m. to 3 p.m.

Grounded | Empowered | Transformed

United Protestant Church of Grayslake
54 S. Whitney Street
Grayslake, IL 60030
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